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Third Sunday of Lent

Fruits of the Fig

In the Church, we are made children of the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob—the God who
makes known His name and His ways to Moses in today’s First Reading.

Mindful of His covenant with Abraham (see Exodus 2:24), God came down to rescue His
people from the slave drivers of Egypt. Faithful to that same covenant (see Luke 1:54-55, 72—
73), He sent Jesus to redeem all lives from destruction, as today’s Psalm tells us.

Paul says in today’s Epistle that God’s saving deeds in the Exodus were written down for the
Church, intended as a prelude and foreshadowing of our own Baptism by water, our liberation
from sin, our feeding with spiritual food and drink.

Yet the events of the Exodus were also given as a “warning” —that being children of
Abraham is no guarantee that we will reach the promised land of our salvation. At any moment,
Jesus warns in today’s Gospel, we could perish, not as God’s punishment for being “greater
sinners” but because, like the Israelites in the wilderness, we stumble into evil desires, fall into
grumbling, forget all His benefits.

Jesus calls us today to “repentance” —not a one-time change of heart, but an ongoing, daily
transformation of our lives. We're called to live the life we sing about in today’s Psalm, blessing
His holy name, giving thanks for His kindness and mercy.

The fig tree in His parable is a familiar Old Testament symbol for Israel (see Jeremiah 8:3;
24:1-10). As the fig tree is given one last season to produce fruit before it is cut down, so too
Jesus is giving Israel one final opportunity to bear good fruits as evidence of its repentance (see
Luke 3:8).

Lent should be for us like the season of reprieve given to the fig tree, a grace period in which
we let “the gardener,” Christ, cultivate our hearts, uprooting what chokes the divine life in us,
strengthening us to bear fruits that will last into eternity.

—Yours in Christ, Scott Hahn, Ph.D.

Copyright © 2025 The St. Paul Center for Biblical Theology, all rights reserved. www.stpaulcenter.com Used with permission
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sSTations

Calendar of Events —March 23 — 30tk

Sunday, (Mar23): 11:00 a.m. [CELEBRATION OF THE EUCHARIST - 3" Sunday of Lent e i f(t)hﬁp
l,

Intention — Rick LaFrancet requested by Linda Jones

Monday: @7 :00 p.m. Flame of Love Youth Group in the hall
7:00 p.m. |CELEBRATION OF THE EUCHARIST| - Annunciation of the Lord

Tuesday:

é‘ YOUR
of LENT QoD

Intention — for the intentions of Ren and Sue Werbicki requested by Angele Lemire and family

Wednesday:

L
1 Recgciliation
Classes
)

Thursday:

9:00 a.m. ‘CELEBRATION OF THE EUCHARISﬂ

Intention — for the intentions of Richard and Colleen Chevrefils requested by Marni Wright and Larry Matwie
6:00 p.m. First Reconciliation Service

9:00 a.m. (CELEBRATION OF THE EUCHARIST|

Intention — Ken Weikt requested by Oran and Bibianne Howsam
1:00 p.m. Bible Study on next Sunday ‘s Readings at Meding’s

Friday: mm.% 9:00 a.m. |CELEBRATION OF THE EUCHARIST|

of the 7 3"%
CrROSs

l\domuon

Intention — for the intentions of Denis and Dorothy Pellerin requested by Angele Lemire and family
Grande Cache Intention - Benedicto Hijadat requested by Shella Hijada

9:30 a.m. to 10:00 a.m. Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
7:00 p.m. Stations of the Cross

Saturday:

{ Catechesis of
% the Good Shiepherd
Association of Canada

Sunday, (Mar30):11:00 a.m. |CELEBRATION OF THE EUCHARIST‘ — 4% Sunday of Lent

10:00 a.m. Catechesis of the Good Shepherd Children’s group in the church

5:00 p.m. [CELEBRATION OF THE EUCHARIST - 4 Sunday of Lent

Intention — Susana Cabilitasan on her 100" birthday requested by Dina Kammerer

Intention — for the intentions of Larry and Adrien Matwie requested by Marni Wright

Daily Mass readings
Monday March 24
2 Kings 5.1-15a
Luke 4.24-30

Tuesday, March 25
Annunciation of the Lord

Isaiah 7.10-14; 8.10d
Hebrews 10.4-10
Luke 1.26-38

Wednesday, March 26
Deuteronomy 4.1, 5-9
Matthew 5.17-19

Thursday, March 27
Jeremiah 7.23-28
Luke 11.14-23

Friday, March 28
Hosea 14.1-9
Mark 12.28b-34

Saturday, March 29
Hosea 5.15b - 6.6
Luke 18.9-14

Sunday, March 30
4t Sunday of Lent

Joshua 5.9a, 10-12
2 Corinthians 5.17-21
Luke 15.1-3, 11-32

Mass Ministry Volunteers Still Needed
We need volunteers to serve at Mass.

Music Ministry Leaders, Adult Servers, Lectors, Ushers, and Welcoming families.
If you are interested in joining a Parish Ministry, please fill out the Stewardship Ministry sign up form at
the back of the church and bring it to the parish office. Thank you

Lenten Penance Service

All are welcome to attend a

Wednesday, April 9
at 7:00 p.m.

Monthly

FAMILY ROSARY

& POTLUCK

At Way of Holiness at 5:30 p.m.

For more info, please contact Laura Riou

ENT

ALKING WITH CHRIST

Every Last Sunday of the Month "’

Cupcake Appreciation
On Saturday March 22 and Sunday March 23, cupcakes will be served to our parishioners -

after mass. Let's celebrate the time, talents and support of parishioners who pitch in to R
help make our parish home a warm and welcoming place.
Take home a cupcake on your way out of mass and know that each one of you is important

and your efforts in making our parish a home, does not go unnoticed.

“hadssd !


https://mycatholic.life/saints/saints-of-the-liturgical-year/march-25-annunciation-of-the-lord/

Sacraments of Initiation
Anyone needing preparation for the Sacraments of 4 .1

. BAPTISM TOGETHER
1°T RECONCILIATION - 1°" EUCHARIST (Grade 2)
CONFIRMATION (Grade 6 or 7) We S e rV e
please call the parish office if you would like to register your
child for classes.

First Reconciliation Classes begin March 12 Annual Appeal
Proposed 2025 Goal $ 12,600.00

Total Raised in 2025: $ 3230.00 (25% of Goal)
Thank you for your donations.
RECONCILIATION: is available % hour before mass on Together we Serve Supports 10 different

Weekdays and Saturday or by appointment. Father is NOT Catholic organizations and institutions. Let us
available on Sunday because he is on his way back from Jasper. .
together, support our charitable partners

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE SICK OF OUR PARISH, at home and in through Together We Serve.
the hospital, especially the members of our parish living in
Hinton Continuing Care and Pine.VaIIey. Catholic Social Services
Heavenly. Father, bless. the sick of our | PLEASE Diocese of Mackenzie-Fort Smith E
community, keep them in your tender care . PRAY e .

and protect them from all evil. Amen. Evangelization of Nations

Needs of the Canadian Church
YOUR RETURN GIFT TO GOD Needs of the Church in the Holy Land
March 15/16: $1309.65

- Newman Theological College [}
March 17 Auto Debit: $2,496.00

S : Pope’s Pastoral Works ]
Building Fund: $ 96.65 St. Joseph Priests’ Foundation of Edmonton Donate

St. Joseph Seminary DOW!
St. Joseph'’s College
So, if you want to donate to the above charities, use the Annual
Appeal envelopes. Please help us meet our goal.
For more information, please visit: Website

MARRIAGE: to properly prepare for this Sacrament, SIX
months’ notice is required.

The 10 different Catholic organizations supported by TWS:

February Total Gift: $11,548.30
Monthly Budget need: $14,875.00

If you are interested in donating through
Automatic Debit, please call the parish office.

“O give thanks to the LORD, for he is good,

Weekly Collection — All cheques must be made out to

his Stea‘{ﬂwt love em{uresfor ever!” Psalm 118 Our Lady of the Foothills (OLOF) if you want a tax receipt for
your donations. This includes Together We Serve. Please
Who ever took the boxes of envelopes #24, #29, and note on the memo line on your cheque. If you do not use the
#44, please call the parish office. | need your name. numbered envelopes or Automatic Debit, and would like to,
. } please call the parish office.
Children’s Collection Please consider donating 1 hour of your wages/week or tithing 10%.
Through the Children’s collection, the young people of our parish

can help with the upkeep of our parish building through the Holy Hour with Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament

building fund. For more info call the parish office 865-3045 with Reconciliation ‘? Holy Hour
Last Sunday’s Donations: $ 26.65 Thank you. 3" Thursday of the month at 7:00 p.m. orky b

Next: May 15.
Everyone is welcome. Deacon Ed presiding
sponsored by the KofC

Our Lady of the Foothills
Youth Programs

Catechesis of the Good Shepherd BIBLE STUDY ON NEXT SUNDAY’S READINGS

All are welcome on Thursdays at 1:00 p.m.

ua
@q_‘,eT P$&d‘
N BIBLE STUDY
& A Companion to 2
the Sunday Readings
YEAR C

&
Y
=)

Catechesis of Ages 3-9, Saturday mornings
et 10:00 to 11:30. Call Dennis at | | at Meding’s. You will need a Bible and

— 780-865-0151 for more Catechism of the Catholic Church. Study
information and to book an introductory lesson.

guides can be purchased from Gwen for

Flame of Love Youth Group $25 or available on kindle for $6.
Mondays 7:00 p.m. in the parish hall
NG Ages 10-17 124 Market St.
. ofheve For more information contact Tuesdays 6:30 — 8:00 p.m
\ crovr 4 Dennis 780-865-0151 or Volunteers lcome.
\ the Parish office at 865-3045 olunteers are welcome.

For info call780-865-3045 or Marni



https://caedm.ca/togetherweserve/

Ministry Schedule

MINISTRY LECTORS MuUsIC CHURCH
SCHEDULE ADULT SERVERS (READERS) MINISTRY WELCOMING USHERS CLEANING
Glenn Ross
Saturday e
Christine Gamache Wendy Ken Brady
g/!ggch r2n9 Randy Jones Ren Werbicki Helen Mackney Wes Litke
:00 p.m. TBA
Sunday Christian Ludwig
A Mike Meagher Joe and Alice Brian Beauchamp
ll\ﬁa(;gha?g Marni Wright Annette Buschert Helen Willick Mike Meagher School
) T Bonnie Meagher
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS A Just a reminder, please check to see if you are scheduled for
All men (18 and up) are welcome to become KOoFC ministry. If you are unable to make your commitment to your

scheduled ministry, please find a replacement for yourself.
Thank you for your service and God Bless

members of the Knights of Columbus.
Please contact the parish office for more

information 780-865-3045 www.kofc.org 5 . .
KofC online video series — Into the Breach Ne.ghﬁ;”ﬁmnk Nelgh bourLink

780-865-0389 or email neighbourlinkl@gmail.com

CATHOLIC WOMEN’S LEAGUE News
Euthanasia presentation recording

Neighbourlink is in need of single beds and washing machines.
Please call to arrange a pickup. Any monetary donations are
greatly appreciated as Neighbourlink is non-profit

organization run by an amazing group of volunteers.

Evergreen
Catlgmlic SEtCSG regmz & G"G’a"; Reldz"“"d Ever Growing, : ‘
Schools Weare 780_8;5;'555 7801;65__ S5 Learning, and “The rosary is the weapon for these times." - St. Padre Pio

< ed to Living in Christ
InHinton  yorspp [| WWSECES.CO | WWW.RrCCs.Ca ¢ % Saturdays at 11:00 a.m. At the

cemetery: for the souls in purgatory

the
@1 j contact Gary to get on the weekly
M“‘? notification list gcgiffin@gmail.com.
Pray an A VE Today
Two silk worms One Hail Mary

had 2 race.
They ended up @ a
: in 9 tie.
PREK -4

REOISTER ® e
A:g? RGcR:IGLoDRV Fr. Marreddy Udumala
CﬁTHOI;IC SCHOOL! Respect for Life Prayers for March 23

CONTACT OUR OFFICE AT Lord, you  are merciﬁt[ and

L U = gracious. When we fail to stand up for
: the unborn, the elderly, the sick and the
disabled, we ask, your forgiveness.
Renew our strength to always do Your

will,

Pine Valley Lodge be It d ONe@ Liing in the Word through:

Song & Scripture worship witness service

HCLC offers
BEFORE AND AFTER
SCHOOL CARE AS WELL AS
NON SCHOOL DAYS ONSITE!
CONTACT Alyx Sheehan
at 780 865 4005.

April 2 at 10:00 a.m. e R We are a faith We are a faith We are a faith
You are welcome to join us. Pastoral community that fzommun'ity.confident community that
Priorities understands and in proclaiming the supports families, and
joyfully celebrates Great Story to our recognizes marriage
qune Valley Logge ‘ the Eucharist. work and life and family are the
Foages communities. core of God's plan.

Leam ore at: CAedmi.ca
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